
We as human beings are sophisticated creatures of the earth that have been given the complex ability to understand abstract thoughts about different things.  One of the concepts that people have incorporated into our everyday life is time.  The concept of time has always been a system that people have created to establish a sense of where they are at a certain place and a certain moment. The definition of time by Google is defined as "The indefinite continued progress of existence and events in the past, present, and future regarded as a whole."  However, in history we have always been looking at it in a linear view, where there is an absolute beginning and a destine end.  The problem with this view is that it leaves way to many questions unanswered about creation of the beginning of time and other things.  

However, there actually is another theory of history. This theory is called the cyclical view of history, where the concept is that history actually repeats itself. The concept of cyclical history has actually been developed for a long time and some of the civilization that actually believed in this concepts where the Mayans, Ancient Greeks, and the Hindus. However due to the lack of information to support this theory it isn't really as widely accepted as linear history.  But with new evidence this theory can actually have a chance to be an actual theory.  In a cyclical history it actually answers a lot of question that would be left unanswered in a linear view.

One question that it would answer would be with the creation of the history itself.  In a linear view many people believe that there is a greater being that actually created the world.  So lets just look at Christianity for an example.  They believe that God create the world that we live in and that he also created humanity.  They also believe that when the time comes he will also clean the world free of sin thus having to destroy it.  This is one concept of how people might look at the creation of the earth as.  However for the author of this paper he feels that this theory still lacks many fundamental question about the establishment of life, he also feels like there are still more unanswered question that still needs to be explained.

In a cyclical concept it is believe to be a never ending of processes change so there is never really an end just a change. One cyclical concept of how the world was form actually involves an astronomical theory. The two theory is the Big Bang and the Big Crunch.  First theory, the Big Bang, is a concept that believes that the universe was once in an extremely hot and dense space that expanded rapidly.  Then when part of the universe cools down it actually creates what is considered an expansion of the universe.  The other concept is called the Big Crunch is where it is pretty much the opposite of what happens with the  Big Bang. Then the universe becomes to big it will have to contract and when this happens all of the universe will collide with each other.  So the all planets that existed before would be gone.  The outcome of that is the universe turns back into a hot and dense states.  Thus actually creating a new Big band theory and it will eventually cycle back to. This theory combined is actually called the cyclical model of the universe. Because this process takes so long there hasn't actually been proof of this theory holding creditability, however this will actually make sense. 

In these two examples alone we can see how different these two concept of history can be.  The linear view of history truly does center more one the morals of the world.  One the other hand cyclical history is more of progressive type where they believe that advancement is the key. They both have different ideology however the author of this article believe that advancement is always the best way to go because it allows for more innovation.  If we actually look back at history and compared the different civilization with their views on whether history was linear or cyclical we can see which civilization was actually more advance.

The Mayans was one example of a cyclical believing civilization.  They were a Mesoamerican civilization that was first established in the pre-classical era ( c. 2000 BC - 250 AD ) and their achievement were actually pretty important.  This civilization was actually pretty well known for their great advancement of art, Architecture, mathematics, and astronomical systems. Also it should also be noted that they were the only pre-Columbian Americas that has actually created a fully developed written language.  The Mayans believed in a cyclical nature of time, so because of this a lot of their lifestyles and ritual revolved around the celestial and terrestrial cycles, which will be example later on about its importance. Because of this they created the Mayan calendar, that is still held accurate today, which was based on the stars. They revolved so much around the star that they actually would rebuild their villages to match with the constellation of the sky.  We still have no real proof whether or not the Mayans where able to predict the future with their cyclical views and the stars.  However there isn't any other reliable theory about how this civilization was so advanced compared the others at its time.

Now let's compare an cyclical civilization to a linear one. If we look at the current middle eastern countries that worship Islamic and Christian beliefs we can see that many of these civilization have remain stagnated for  hundreds of years.  As time has pasted these countries has still remained in war and they are usually less technological compared to the other part of the world. Many people will ask why these civilization remain so distant from the world with technology, however it is because of their extreme belief that causes them to remain so lo-tech. It is because their belief restrict them from believing anything other then what they hold to be true, which is usually their religion.

If we look back into history we can see many ancient civilization actually already developed the ideals of cyclical history.  In the ancient Indian culture they had  create a concept of a cosmic cycle.  The belief is that that universe is separated into a different enormous proportions.  The cycle in the cosmic cycle consist of four yugas or ages, which is preceded by dawn and followed by twilight.  What the Indians believed was that each yuga actually marked a decrease in human longevity, morality, and happiness.  Also they stated that the fourth yuga, which is a time of decadence, represented the present.  As a result they believe that history is actually repeating pattern. So they tried to use this to explain the ups and down of history.  So from this they thought that history is like an eternal sphere, where it is always repeating itself or going in a cycle.  Because of this they didn’t see the point of looking into the future or the past for guidance, only the present.  However the only problem with this is that because each yaga is such a long time there is no possible way for human to record it and to call it history.      
Buddhism took over the traditional Indian view or the historical process.   Many Buddhist writers was actually compare the Mahayuga to a wheel with twelve spokes, which represent a repeating history.  Also just as with the Indian culture they also believe in a concept of reincarnation.  This is a concept that is widely believe by the Hindus and the Buddhist, that after death a living creature will born into a new creature to live another life.  This supposedly happen in a never ending cycle until the creature reached a state of enlightenment.  An once they reach enlightenment they are pretty much a god in the culture.  It is believe that they process happens in a never ending cycle and that whenever there is a new enlightened one, he will be consider the god or the mystical one at that time.

Another civilization that included the concept of cyclical process was actually the Chinese. throughout the Chinese civilization they classified the different period of history by dynasty, rule of a family.  They also relied on a system on determining if their ruler was made for the job by the concept of Mandate of history.  What many Chinese historians state is that it the historiography of China history is like a cycle.  The mandate of history determines the whether or not the ruler is fit to rule, and then at some point it also will state when they aren't able to rule.  When the the mandate of heaven feels that the job is not suited for the current ruler they will forfeited the power from one ruler to another.  This cycle repeated itself over the year in determining the ruler of China.  So there is a pattern that each dynasty will end with a bad ruler and start with a well suited one.

Elements that was found in the Indian thoughts can also be detected in the belief of progression in ancient middle east.  One of them that has a lot of similarity is with the Persian concept of four successive ages, that clears has many similarity with the Indian pattern.  Instead of referring to the four yugas of India, the Persian referred to the four successive ages by different materials; Gold, silver, steel, ad a mixture that included iron.  Each progression of of the stages represents the downward trend of civilization.  In the gold period it represented a ages of prosperity and wealth. Then in the silver and steel  age they pretty much believe that history will just get worse from there.  So the Persian stated that during this period people will start to work and grieve more, and that they will begin to waste away and die. So immortality would actually start to wear off.  This represent what they believe is the last period.  So with the decreasing worth of the metal it represented an overall increase of decadence.  It can also be add that the Hesiod takes the ideals of the Persian and add another period which was the age of heroes.  This would them provide a plausible explanation of the development of the Greek mythical heroes such as Heracles and Jason.  

What all these civilization had in common is that they each had believed in a Great year.  The Great Year is an archaic cosmological conception, found in different cultures, which is away many civilization acquired new interpretation of development.  The great year is pretty another cycle that is added to what we know today; There are 365 days in a year, and they they believe there are a number of years that will eventually make the great year.  So a way to visually understanding this is that one year represent one rotation of the earth around the sun, then the great year is the rotation of the solar system with the constellation.  It is believe that, dependent on the type of constellation that the period is now determine whether or not the period of time is good or not.  the great year they had a lot different concept about how a cyclical theory can be applied to the unknown facts of the world.  First of all they stated that the repetition of history has a lot to deal with the constellation of the star in the sky.  Their theory is just as we have day and night, season, and years there is actually one more cycle that is made and they name that cycle the GREAT YEAR.  They said that there is a cycle that is predetermined by the cycle of the constellation. And they tried to use that to explain the answers of the world.  They talk about how some of the early civilizations were so advance compared to what we have.  Some of the examples they use was with the strange stone hedge.  They said that the ancient artifact was about used to the measure the locations of the star in the sky.  A lot of ancient civilizations were so intertwine with the constellation of the world that they built a lot of their building based on the constellation.  They believe that there is a cycle of knowledge that will repeat itself was well as the fall of civilizations.  They believe that once mankind reaches the golden age of the great year that we will be enlighten thinks and that we will actually have the same thought of a god.
